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NOTES TO THE AUTHORS 
The journal includes in-depth scholarly and policy-oriented original Articles of 6000 (+/-) word 
limit on the following broad areas: 

 Public policy / Government and Politics / Law 
 International Relations/ Foreign policy / Geopolitics 
 Economics 
 Psychology 
 Art & Culture / Literature 
 Media / Mass Communication 
 Environmental Studies / Climate 
 Science, technology and society 
 Business Administration 
 Accounts / Commerce / Law 

 
Beside, each issue of the journal carries Expert Speak – Op-Ed type articles of 3000 (+/-) word 
limit – on one of the contemporary aspects of national or international discourse from eminent 
scholars and policy makers. The aim is to provide an intellectually stimulating forum to examine 
various aspects of contemporary issues, and advance policy-oriented perspective. 
 
The journal also carries a Book Review section for analytical review of latest books on relevant 
issue areas. Interested reviewer has to seek permission of the Editorial Board in advance to 
review the specific book. Each review will be of 1500 (+/-) words. 
 
The journal prescribes its own style of referencing. The authors must follow the following style: 

 

General Style: 

 Articles should be original, not published anywhere else before. To republish the article 
accepted in JLS, the author needs to seek written permission from the journal. 

 Use British rather than American spellings all along. 
 Quotations of three or more lines should be indented with single space, with a line 

space above and below. Use ‘twentieth century’ instead of 20th Century, ‘1990s’ 
instead of nineties. Spell out numbers from one to nine, 10 and above to remain in 
figures. Use ‘per cent’ instead of %. 

 Use thousands and millions instead of lakhs and crores. 
 Diagrams, tables, maps should be provided with proper citation and acknowledgement. 
 Each article should carry an abstract of around 200 words. 
 Articles may be sent by Email to lsjournal@sls.pdpu.ac.in 
 All correspondence should be addressed to: The Managing Editors, PDEU Journal of 

Liberal Studies, School of Liberal Studies, Pandit Deendayal Energy University, Raysan, 
Gandhinagar. 

 Affiliation of the author with complete postal address, contact numbers, and e-mail 
must be provided along with the articles in MS Word format. 

 The Editors of LSJ reserve the right to suitably amend and edit the text. 
 The views expressed by the authors are their own and do not reflect the views of PDEU. 

 



Style for Expert Speak : 
 Opinion-based short article without citation. 
 If citation is necessary, use it within bracket inside the text. 

 

Citation Style for Articles : 
 JLS follows endnote pattern of citation, not ‘Reference’ list. 
 Single Authored Book: Surname of the author, First name of the author, year of 

publication, Title of the book in italics, Place of publication: Name of the Publisher, page 
number. 

 Two authors: Surname of the first author, First name of the first author and Full name 
of the second author, year of publication, Title of the book in italics, Place of 
publication: Name of the Publisher, page number. 

 More than two authors: Surname of the first author, first name of the first author, et 
al., Title of the book in italics, Place of publication: Name of the Publisher, page number. 

 Edited Books: Surname, first name of the Author of the chapter, in full name of the 
Editor of the book, year of publication, Title of the book in italics, place of publication: 
name of the publisher, page numbers 

 Articles in Journals: Surname, full name of the author, year, name of the journal in 
italics, volume, number (period of publication), page number. 

 Internet sources: Along with the above style, give full URL, date of publication, and date 
of access by the author. 

 

Style for Book Reviews: 
 Mention in the beginning in bold the full name of the Author/Editor, name of the book 

in italics, place of publication, name of the publisher, year of publication, total pages, 
price of the book. 

 

INSTRUCTION TO REVIEWERS 
Reviewers are requested to share their review taking into account the following criteria: 

 Contribution to existing pool of literature: The reviewers are to review the manuscript’s 
novelty in terms of its contribution to the existing body of knowledge on the subject. 

 Articulation: Articulation of the research question, comprehension, and argument on 
the theme and conclusion. 

 Methodology: In case of a manuscript on issue relating to science/economics/market, 
etc. clarity of data collection, research design, sampling, etc. has to be strictly observed 
and verified. 

 Policy Implications: The reviewer should review the aptness of the implications of the 
policy suggested by the author. 

 Language: Strict review of lucidity of language, flow of arguments/analysis, consistency, 
etc to be given equal importance. 

 

PEER REVIEW AND PUBLICATION POLICY 
LSJ is a referred journal. Articles/papers have to undergo anonymous peer review to maintain 
high quality of the content. 

 A list of resource persons with specialisation on various issue areas for review of articles 
is maintained. 

 The final choice to send or not to send articles/papers for peer review rests with the 
Editors. First, all submitted manuscripts are read by the editorial staff. Second, 



manuscript aligned to the scope and objective of the journal are send for review 
process which take approximately a month. Third, as per reviewers assessment the 
editorial office will communicate the final decision to the contributor about the status 
his/her paper whether ‘Accepted’, ‘Minor Revision needed’, or ‘Major Revision 
needed’. Fourth, the authors have to return the revised manuscript and return in a 
stipulated time line as communicated by the Editor’s office. 

 

ETHICS POLICY 
We expect all authors to read and understand our ethics policy before submitting their 
article/paper to us. To examine the originality of the contribution: 

 Thorough plagiarism check is undertaken using the Urkund software. 
 Reproducing text from other papers without properly crediting the source (plagiarism) 

or producing many papers with almost the same content by the same authors (self-
plagiarism) is not acceptable. Authors may not present results obtained by others as if 
they were their own. Authors should acknowledge the work of others used in their 
research and cite publications that have influenced the direction and course of their 
study. 

 Duplicate submission: Simultaneous submissions of the same manuscript to different 
journals will not be accepted. The submitted article will be removed without 
consideration. 

 

OPEN ACCESS STATEMENT 
All issues of the journal can be accessed freely. Users can download the full texts of 
articles/opinions/book reviews. 
 

SUBMISSION/ PUBLICATION FEES 
LSJ does not charge any fee from the authors. Rather, author(s) of each published 
article/opinion/review is offered a modest honorarium in recognition of their time and effort. 
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